
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR BUSINESS ECONOMICS  
Silicon Valley Roundtable—May 2006 Meeting  
 
********Tuesday, May 9, Noon, Menlo Park Library************ 
 

Topic Brains, Bucks, and Bulls: Silicon Valley’s Innovation Formula 
  

Speaker: TOM ABATE 
Writer 

Tom Abate is a writer and business man. A former small press publisher, he 
studied for a Master's Degree in Journalism at Columbia University where, in 
1991, he won a Pulitzer Traveling Fellowship. 

Tom has worked in San Francisco newspapers since 1992, covering science, 
technology, biotechnology and economics. From 1980 through 1990, he co-
founded a now-defunct typography firm and an alternative paper, the Northcoast 
Journal, still published (under new ownership) in Arcata, California. 

A Brooklyn native and U.S. Navy veteran, Tom studied political science and 
Mandarin Chinese at UC Berkeley, where he edited the campus paper, The 
Daily Californian. He lives in the San Francisco Bay Area with his wife and two 
sons. 

 
When: Tuesday, May 9, Noon to 2 PM 

 
Where: Menlo Park Library 

 
Directions: El Camino Real north or south to Menlo Park. East on Ravenswood Avenue (towards 

Highway 101). Right onto Alma Street (first right after crossing the railroad tracks). The 
library is the first building on the left and is part of the Menlo Park Civic Center complex. 
 

Fees: $15 members, $20 non-members for lunch and meeting, pay at the door. Free parking. 
 

About the NABE Silicon Valley Roundtable—Our 24th Year 

Purpose: NABE Silicon Valley provides information you need about Silicon Valley. We offer research, 
forecasts, and monthly meetings to discuss topics of management and business economics. Guests 
welcome. To join, complete a membership form available on our website or at our meetings. Membership 
dues are $20 per year. 

SVRT WEB: Visit our website (supported by Chuck Ehrlich) at www.svrt.org for Silicon Valley forecasts, 
meeting announcements, member research, sponsors, NABE Information, and more.  

Sponsors: GEOLINX, Hal Nissley, P.E. The Information Group, Sergo, S.A., Spectrum Economics, TDS 
Economics. 

Officers: President: Knud Jacobs, Rational Perspectives; Vice President: Jerry Svigals, Smart Card Institute; 
Secretary: Claire Starry, TDS Economics; Treasurer: Anne Wenzel, Econosystems; VP—Research Director: 
Ken Jacobson, Lockheed Martin 



Board: Bud Conrad (Investor), Gloria Hom (Mission College, retired), Knud Jacobs (Rational Perspectives), 
Ken Jacobson (Lockheed Martin, retired), Richard O'Brien, Claire Starry (TDS Economics), Jerome Svigals 
(Smart Card Institute), Anne Wenzel (Econosystems). 
 


