
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR BUSINESS ECONOMICS  
Silicon Valley Roundtable—December 2005 Meeting  
 
********Wednesday, December 14, Noon, Stanford Faculty Club************ 
 

Topic: Poverty As An Opportunity – A New Twist on Doing Business in Emerging 
Markets 
 

Speaker: Eliot Jamison, Origo Global Business Advisors 
 
The emerging market economies of Asia, Eastern Europe, Africa and Latin 
America represent an increasingly important element of the growth strategies of 
many businesses — from venture backed startups to established multinational 
companies.  These markets contain a majority of the Earth’s population and a 
substantial fraction of economic activity and purchasing power.  While the idea 
that companies and investors can profit by looking for growth opportunities in 
emerging market countries is not new, there are a set of economic and political 
trends that make it particularly compelling right now.  However, company 
strategies need to adapt in order to fully capitalize on the potential of emerging 
markets; in particular, companies should shift their focus from the small group of 
high income consumers in these markets to the whole of the economic spectrum, 
including the much larger groups of middle and lower income consumers. 
  
Eliot Jamison is a partner at Origo | Global Business Advisors.  Among other 
activities, Eliot has a leading role in a major research effort with the World 
Business Council for Sustainable Development that is identifying financial 
resources — and the strategies for accessing those resources — available to 
corporations engaged in socially beneficial business activities in emerging 
markets.  Prior to joining Origo in 2003, Eliot held a number of positions in the 
financial services industry. He was part of a small team that selected, structured 
and managed private equity investments for Bessemer Partners & Co. (now 
Lindsay Goldberg & Bessemer).   Before joining Bessemer, he provided financial 
and strategic advice to medium and large sized corporations as part of the 
mergers and acquisitions group at Merrill Lynch.  Eliot holds a BA in economics 
and philosophy from Columbia University and an MBA from the Haas School of 
Business at the University of California, Berkeley. 
  

When: Wednesday, December 14, 11:30 to 2 PM 
 

Where: Stanford Faculty Club 
 

Directions: From Highway 101 north or south. Exit University Avenue (Palo Alto). 
University Avenue west into Stanford campus. Left onto Palm Avenue. 
Right onto Campus Drive. Right onto Mayfield to the Faculty Club. From 
Highway 280 north or south. Exit Alpine Road and turn right on Junipero 
Sera or exit Page Mill Road and turn left on Junipero Sera. Turn eastbound 
onto Campus Drive and left onto Mayfield to Faculty Club. 
http://www.stanford.edu/home/visitors/campus-map.html. 
 

Fees: $25 members, $30 non-members for lunch and meeting, pay at the door. 
Bring quarters for parking. 

 

About the NABE Silicon Valley Roundtable—Our 23rd Year 

Purpose: NABE Silicon Valley provides information you need about Silicon Valley. We offer 
research, forecasts, and monthly meetings to discuss topics of management and business 



economics. Guests welcome. To join, complete a membership form available on our website or at 
our meetings. Membership dues are $20 per year. 

SVRT WEB: Visit our website (supported by Chuck Ehrlich) at www.svrt.org for Silicon Valley 
forecasts, meeting announcements, member research, sponsors, NABE Information, and more.  

Sponsors: Angelinvestors.org, Center for the Continuing Study of the California Economy, 
GEOLINX, The Information Group, Pacific Strategies, Sergo, S.A., Spectrum Economics, TDS 
Economics. 

Officers: President: Knud Jacobs, Rational Perspectives; Vice President: Jerry Svigals, Smart 
Card Institute; Secretary: Albert Moon, Private Investor; Treasurer: Anne Wenzel, Econosystems; 
VP—Research Director: Ken Jacobson, Lockheed Martin 

Board: Bud Conrad (Investor), Knud Jacobs (Rational Perspectives), Ken Jacobson (Lockheed 
Martin), Albert Moon (Investor), Richard O'Brien, Claire Starry (TDS Economics), Jerome Svigals 
(Smart Card Institute), Anne Wenzel, Econosystems. 
 

SVRT News: 
 
The following members have been elected to the SVRT Board for 2006: 
 
Bud Conrad 
Gloria Hom 
Knud Jacobs 
Ken Jacobson 
Richard O’Brien 
Claire Starry 
Jerry Svigals 
Anne Wenzel 
 



 


